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Timeline provided by the KCKPS: The History of our Public Schools Wyandotte County, Kansas 1844-2012 

Webpage located online: http://www.kckps.org/disthistory/openbuildings/publiclibrary.htm  

 

Kansas City, Kansas Public Library 

Part I - The Beginning 

 

To your left is a picture of the Kansas City, Kansas Public Library 
building, which houses the main branch of the public library and the 
KCKs Board of Education.  KCKs is one of the few districts in the 
country where the library is under the umbrella of the BOE. 

 

Excerpts relative to the history of the Public Library in Kansas City, 
Kansas for 1844-1961 are taken from "The Kansas City, Kansas Public 
School System, 1819-1961" by Nellie McGuinn, 196.  Excerpts for 
1962-1986 are taken from Schools in KCKs in Years of Change 1962-
1986, Dr. Oren L. Plucker, 1987 

 

(All attempts have been made to reproduce the spelling, capitalization and layout of the original book as much as 
possible.  In some cases, "annotations" and Internet web links have been provided to the original works by the transcriber 
of the manuscript. -- NOTE:  When reading this works, please remember that addresses change over the year, depending 
on annexing, mergers, boundary changes, and other happenings.  The addresses referred to in this works may or may not 
be the same as in old records.  [Example:  What today is known as State Avenue, was Kansas Avenue prior to the 
Consolidation Act of 1886.]) 

 

From 1844 to 1856, the William Walker home was the center of culture in the "Indian Country."  The people who 
gathered there kept alive an interest in learning in spite of troubled times.  Wyandots remained aloof from state 
squabbles over capital cities and "bogus" legislatures.  In 1855, twelve men led by William Walker, organized, under 
legislative sanction, the Wyandot Lyceum and Library Association.  Objectives of the society were listed as the "mutual 
improvement of its members in oral discussion and literature, and the establishment of a permanent library." 

 

(The following excerpt was taken from: The Wyandot Indians, 1843-1876 by Dr. Robert E. Smith, Jr., graduate thesis 
published May 1973, Oklahoma State University. 

 

"Despite their Initial difficulties in present Kansas, the Wyandots managed to preserve their civilization.  Several 
Wyandots had joined the Fraternal Order of Masons in Ohio, and reestablished their lodge when they reached their 
new location.  A Wyandot lyceum was organized on December 26, 1844, and James Washington, a chief, as elected 
president.  The members held spirited debates over such questions as 'Is it right to inflict capital punishment?'  'Is 
the mind of woman naturally inferior to that of man?'  'Has our earth a rotary motion?' " 

http://www.kckps.org/disthistory/openbuildings/publiclibrary.htm
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Source:  Barry, ed., The Beginning of the West: Annals of the Kansas Gateway to the American West, 1540-1854, p. 
493; Minutes of the Wyandot Lyceum, December 26, 1844 - January 26, 1845, John M. Armstrong Papers, Thomas 
Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

 

Mr. E. F. Heisler promoted his library movement by setting up in 1871 a permanent notice in the old Gazette: 

Library Rooms - E. F. Heisler's Office under Dunning's Hall 

Open 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Small, well-selected, best periodicals on file. 

Become a member by paying $1 fee 

 

In March, 1872, the Library Association moved to #16, Cook's Block.  The association announced that it had a good 
assortment of books and one of the most pleasant rooms in the city. 

 

The Wyandotte Library Association met on the first Saturday of each month at O. D. Burt's Store.  Joseph Speck, who 
died in 1875, was president and J. A. Davis, secretary.  In April the group gave a public entertainment at Dunning's Hall 
for the benefit of the library.  The publishers of Webster's Dictionary were credited for a newly-roused spelling bee 
excitement.  For a dollar one could buy a copy to serve as a good influence in overcoming a "marked deficient among 
many."  Kansas organized a historical society on December 8, 1875 to preserve its story for the future. 

 

Interest in a library for the city grew.  The Library Association elected Dr. Gentry president and held regular monthly 
meetings.  In March, 1881, the Methodist church gave an entertainment to raise money to buy books.  Ladies interested 
in the association served a dinner at Dunning's Hall at Fourth and State, when the Republic convention met in the city.  
The singing school that met in the Congregational Church gave a public concert, the cantata, "Queen Esther," as a library 
benefit.  Sixty dollars worth of new books was added.  The library, observed a writer in the Evening Star, was of "great 
benefit to the young men of the city." 

 

1887:  Mr. Turner, board member, felt that a public library had become a necessity.  Another member, J. P. Northrup, 
said he also had thought of the matter.  Owing to lack of funds, they could think of no means of procuring library 
services. 

 

The school library, lodged in Central School (in Huron Square), was moved to the "Gray" house at Seventh and Ann 
(property deeded by Dr. George M. Gray , Lot 3, plus the south 41 feet of Lot 6 of Block 150, old Wyandot City - a 4-room 
house). (Dr. Gray's daughter married Willard Breidenthal, and Dr. Gray is the grandfather of George Breidenthal, BOE 
Board Member in 2003).  The books formerly controlled by the Wyandotte Library Association and later part of the 
Public School Library were brought to the office.  Others were donated.  A total of 241 books, mostly educational and 
scientific, formed the nucleus of the library in the Board-room building.  A fee of 25 cents was charged for summer use. 



3 | P a g e  
 

 

1892:  Interest in a free library grew.  The board, under the leadership of President Thomas W. Heatley, appointed a 
library Committee in February, 1892, to do something about books for young people.  The committee presented a list of 
rules and regulations: 

 

1. The name to be the Public Library of Kansas City, Kansas. 
2. The title, property, government and control to be with the board. 
3. The Board of Managers to consist of nine persons.  The Chairman of the Board of the Library Committee to be an 

ex-officio member and president of the Board of Manager.  The superintendent to be a member, ex-officio.  The 
board to elect four members, the several permanent library societies to elect three, and the Board of Trade, 
one. 

4. Term to be one year. 
5. To be supported by donations and the sale of library tickets at one dollar per year. 
6. Board of Managers to report to the Board of Education on rules. 
7. The managers to elect the librarian. 
8. Two-thirds of library money to be spent on works of history, biography, science, travels, essays and poetry.  

One-third to be spent for fiction, reviews, magazines and newspapers. 
9. To be located in the Board of Education rooms. 

 

In January, 1893, a delegation went to Topeka to talk to local legislators about a bill for school relief and library 
maintenance. 

 

The high school presented an entertainment in April, 1893, to raise money for the library.  The Board of Trade gave 25 
valuable books to the library.  

 

The board confirmed the names of Mrs. M. Wells, Mrs. Kate S. Hughes, and Mrs. F. R. Slusser for members of the Board 
of Managers of the Public Library.  The Federation of Literary Clubs had appointed them.  Mr. John Cruse represented 
the Board of Trade.  Other attempts to establish a public library had failed.  With the passage of a recent bill, the board 
received permission to spend one-half mill of the school dollar, amounting to $6,000 a year, for the support and 
maintenance of a public library. 

 

1895: The library, so recently established, had to move, and the two west rooms of the Board's office building (property 
deeded to the BOE by Dr. George M. Gray ) made into one classroom for high school use. 

 

The library, crowded out of its room at the high school annex, moved to the second floor of the Court Block on 
Minnesota Avenue near Seventh Street.  The Federation of Clubs took over the management in November.  The Board of 
Managers appointed Miss E. M. Dickinson, librarian.  A $1 fee admitted a person to membership. 
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1896:  The Board of Managers invited the public to visit on February 13 the library managed by the Federation of Clubs.  
The Riverview Mandolin Club entertained callers at the library rooms.  New books placed on the shelves were 
designated by the borrowers as heavy reading. 

 

Leading citizens sponsored parties and entertainments for the library.  On July 23, 1896, Mr. and Mrs. Winfield Freeman 
gave a "balcony" social as a benefit for the library fund at their home at Sixth and Freeman.  One invited guest said he 
had no idea what a "balcony" social was -- maybe it was an affair "where the boys could kiss the girls only in the shade of 
the vines on the balcony."  A new source of income became available for the library when one half the dog tax was 
turned into the funds, by an ordinance passed by the city council in August, 1896. 

 

The board decided in March, 1897, that the library should be incorporated as a separate body in order to get certain 
monies under the state law.  The library group was named the Public Library Association of Kansas City, Kansas.  The 
board turned over books, papers, etc., to the association, but reserved the right to name one third of the directors.  The 
association leased the second floor of the Wyandotte State (formerly National) Bank at Fifth and Minnesota, with an 
option on the third floor, if needed. 

 

Five years before, the Federation of Clubs planned a library, a small one in the Board of Education rooms.  In 1897 there 
were 1500 volumes in the five rooms of the old Northrup Bank Building.  Members numbered 407 and high school 
students had free tickets.  Members of the Board of Directors were:  W. E. Barnhart, President; Edward Haren, Secretary; 
Sarah A. Richart; Reba S. Freeman; Sara Judd Greenman; Lillian Walker Hale; Mrs. Bronson; Honorable C. K. Wells; Arthur 
(probably Alfred) Weston; J. C. Cruise; Mrs. Mary Farrow, Librarian. 

 

1898:  The bonds passed by 1812 votes out of 2262.  The majority favored a location north of Ohio. 

 

The first thought of the people had been to build the new high school on Huron Place where Central had stood so long.   
The city went to court and obtained an injunction restraining the board from using Seminary Place.  The city claimed 
that Huron Place had been dedicated by the old Town Company for park purposes only, and that the Board of Education 
had no right there.  The court granted the injunction. 

 

When the case was taken to the Supreme Court, the lower court's decision was reversed.  Seminary, declared the 
Supreme Court, meant "school."  The resolution of the city council thirty years ago neither added to, nor took from, 
rights.  The court ordered the city to ascertain Seminary Place boundaries and to give title.  By the time the matter was 
settled, the board had chosen a site at Ninth and Minnesota. 

 

The Library Association, after a good start in rooms at Fifth and Minnesota, made a financial report on December 5.  It 
was unable to meet expenses and asked the board to accept the responsibility once again for the operation of the 
library.  This the board promised to do as soon as a committee was appointed to take inventory of the books.  Mrs. Mary 
Farrow was hired by the board to serve another year as librarian. 
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1899:  The board was relieved of responsibility for the library when in January, 1899, the club women of the city 
assumed responsibility.  On the Library Board were:  Lillian Walker Hale, Mary M. Banteleon, Carrie A. Brownson, J. D. 
Cruise (Cruse), Sarah A. Richart, Morrell Wells, W. E. Barnhart. 

 

Rooms above what was later the People's National Bank were rented. The Board of Education paid $500 for new books 
and named Miss Elizabeth Dickinson, a former teacher, librarian. Mrs. Mary Farrow succeeded her for a few months. 
When the new high school was completed, the books would be moved there. D. A. Griest gave the library a sixteen-
volume set of Masterpieces of American History. 

 

The picture of Mrs. Clarinda Nichols exhibited at the Chicago Fair by the Columbian Ladies, was presented to the library. 
It was valued at $500. Mrs. Mary Tenney Gray was president of the group. Mrs. Sara Robinson, wife of the first governor 
of Kansas, presented a book for the Kansas section. Valuable reports of Mason S. Peters, former congressman, were the 
gift of Mrs. Sarah Richart, present of the Library Board. After an appeal for donations, the library received over 400 
magazines, including copies of Scribner's, Harper's, Century, and Review of Reviews. 

 

Mrs. Many N. Farrow left to go to the Kansas City, Missouri, Library. The board praised her work over the past two years. 
Miss Mina Lane took her place. City teachers received free tickets to the library. 

 

1900:  The state librarian notified the board of education in January, 1900, that any school district could have the use of 
fifty books for six months for a fee of $2.00 and freight.  The Public Library moved to the Northrup Building at Fifth and 
Minnesota.  Miss Mina Lane, librarian served until 1902.  The next move of the library was to its own building in Huron 
Place in 1904.  Local talent gave an entertainment, "La Fiesta" for the benefit of the library. 

 

W. E. Barnhart, president of the Board of Education, interested the Mercantile Club in asking Andrew Carnegie for a gift 
toward a new library building.  D. H. Stevens, W. A. Simpson, and Mr. Barnhart, chairman, were appointed to work with 
a group representing women's clubs, the Mercantile Club, and the Board of Education to present the request to Mr. 
Carnegie. 

 

Dr. Eager, a leader in the Library Association, and a group of performers gave a library benefit in October at the high 
school.  Letter exchanges between Andrew Carnegie's secretary and the committee went on.  The library has possession 
of this correspondence today. 

 

1901:  Of all events of the year, those connected with the plans for a new library were most absorbing.  Early in the year 
the board instructed the superintendent of repairs to have the sign, "Public Library" painted on one window fronting on 
Fifth Street and on one facing Minnesota. 
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A woman who had devoted her energies for years toward a free public library died in Seattle, Washington, on January 
13, 1901.  She was Mrs. Sarah Richart, who residence was at Sixth and Everett.  In her will she left five or six thousand 
dollars for the purchase of library books, provided that there was a suitable place to house them. 

 

A Mr. Hoag introduced House Bill, Number 791, in February, authorizing that the part of Huron Place under the control 
of the Board of Education be used as a site for a library building.  The Board of Education could give the ground to the 
city to carry out such a purpose. 

 

On March 4, when the Board of Education offered title to the land in Huron Place, the Mercantile Club said it was going 
to ask Andrew Carnegie, eastern philanthropist, for money for a library.  The dog tax money, collected by Mrs. Richart 
and other club women, brought in only $200 a year, a large part going for expenses and only a little to the library.  The 
news arrived on July 4, 1901, that Mr. Carnegie would provide $75,000 if the city spent 10% of the sum each year for the 
cost of maintenance. 

 

The committee announced the gift on August 5, 1901.  The city pledged $75,000 over a period of ten years for 
maintenance.  Active on the committee were W. A. Simpson, president of the Mercantile Club, Chancellor David S. 
Stephens of Kansas City University, McCabe Moore, Board of Education members W. E. Barnhart, George McL. Miller 
and Alfred Watson.  On August 8, the board sent by registered mail a formal acceptance of Mr. Carnegie's gift and 
pledged the required annual guarantee. 

 

The mayor and council, on September 12, passed resolutions in praise of the library gift.  On the same day the board 
received a letter from Andrew Carnegie's secretary affirming that drafts to the amount of $75,000 would be honored.  
The women's clubs started a collection for a life-size portrait of Mrs. Sarah Richart, to be hung in a proposed art room in 
the library upon its completion.  Mrs. Snell and the Excelsior Club appealed to the board on October 7, asking for a 
branch library in Armourdale.  Attorneys still were working on establishing title to the ground of the library.  They found 
before the end of the year the location and dimensions of the plot on which Central stood and sent the library plans to 
Carnegie for approval.  In December, 1901, Miss Mina Lane resigned and Mrs. Sarah Judd Greenman, widow of Corwin 
M. Greenman, was elected librarian, a position she was to hold for many years. 
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Part II - Central Public School makes way for the Carnegie Library 

 

    

 

Location: 625 Minnesota Avenue, Carnegie Library, built 1902 

 

The following excerpts relative to the history of the Public Library in Kansas 
City, Kansas are taken from "The Kansas City, Kansas Public School System, 
1819-1961" by Nellie McGuinn, 1961 

 

1902:  While the building of the library took much time and work, 
the board had the schools to consider.  Old Central in Huron Place 
would have to be abandoned to make way for the library.  

 

W. H. Barnhart, president of the board, announced that plans for the library were ready for Carnegie's approval.  The 
east front would stand ten feet west of the west line of Central School (picture of school at right).  There would be a 67-
foot frontage on Sixth Street and 110 feet on Ann and Minnesota.  The Board of Trustees for the library, on March 25, 
1902, advertised for bids on the construction of the Carnegie Public Library building.  Estimates were due by April 14.  
The notice was signed by W. E. Barnhart, chairman, John A. Adams, treasurer, and George McL. Miller, clerk. 

 

Carnegie returned the plans at the time the bids were due with the request that plans be modified to conform to the 
library gift.  By April 17, the board was aware that all the bids submitted were too high.  Architect W. W. Rose visited the 
St. Joseph Library and said he thought ours would be better. 

 

[The surrounding park was designed in 1907 by Henry Wright, Geo. E. Kessler & Co., landscape architects.]  (Rose and 
Peterson Architects, 1994) 

 

The Carpenters Union was the agent for a motion drawn up by the Merchants Mutual Association.  The board agreed to 
a request by the association that all work on the library would be done as far as possible by union labor.  The date for 
new bids was set for May 5, 1902, by Alfred Weston, board president and W. E. Barnhart, chairman of the library 
committee.  The Library Committee had a seal or insignia, which was used on vouchers and other official papers. 

Central Schoolhouse - Huron Place - Built 1868 
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The contract for a two-story brick and stone building with basement was awarded to F. A. Thompson for $57,300.  Lewis 
and Keplinger won the heating installation contract for $6,890.  The contractor promised that he would have the 
building ready by July 1, 1903.  Mrs. Greenman attended a school for librarians during the summer to learn to arrange 
and classify books in the new building.  The cost of the materials was increased slightly when the architect objected to 
the Madge blue limestone called for in the specifications.  This stone had iron ore in it, and Mr. Rose wanted the best 
blue Warrensburg stone from the quarries of Lawrence Bruce. 

 

The Mercantile Club, which had been influential in getting the Carnegie gift, had charge of the laying of the cornerstone, 
due to have taken place on August 30, then postponed until Saturday, September 6, 1902.  President Barnhart was in 
charge of the program, which started in the twilight and ended with the laying of the cornerstone under the new electric 
arc lights.  Coleman's band was in the stand to open the program.  Reverend Frank Fox gave the invocation. 

 

Three thousand people attended the ceremony and visitors swarmed over the floor of the building.  Prominent citizens 
made addresses.  Among them were:  Mayor W. H. Craddock, W. A. Simpson, Justice W. R. Smith of the Supreme Court, 
L. W. Keplinger, J. K. Cubbison, E. S. McAnany, Reverend Frank Streeter, and W. B. Sutton. 

 

Contractor F. A. Thompson and Eugene Dreier handled the trowel.  William Wright sealed the box as it was handed 
down by M. E. Pearson.  Mr. Pearson remarked that one hundred years from now what an enlightened people would get 
the message sealed in the stone.  Several business men had put in their telephone numbers, expecting to be "called in 
heaven," he added.  Besides the daily and weekly newspaper, a copy of the resolutions concerning Andrew Carnegie's 
$75,000 gift and a record of the proceedings of the board and the Mercantile Club were placed inside. 

 

The library was a monument to Mrs. Sarah A. Richart, who devoted the thirty years of her residence here to educational 
uplift.  As a teacher, she encouraged and inspired people for years and helped young teachers.  She was a member of 
the Wyandotte County Board of Education for several years. 

 

Her interest in education made her turn toward helping to build a library.  The idea of using money from a dog tax 
originated with Mrs. Richart, and before long dog license revenues were being used all over the country for library 
support.  After the women's clubs of the city were federated, the members wanted to extend their work, oOne group 
was in favor of fitting up a women's club room.  Another groups wish to build up the library.  Sentiment for the library 
prevailed, and as Mrs. Richart was the first president of the Federation, she emphasized library growth.  Soon the library 
grew too large to be maintained by the slender revenue of the Federation.   The state refused to enact a law so money 
could come from taxation. 

 

It was then Mrs. Richard told Mayor R. L. Marshman how the city was overrun with unlicensed dogs.  As the mayor was 
in difficulty with the present dog catcher, he readily appointed Mrs. Richart as "official dog enumerator."  She would 
collect the tax and turn one half over to the city.  The other half would go to the library.  This ordinance was still on the 
books in 1910, long after the dog revenue had been replaced by other funds. 
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Perl Morgan in his "History of Wyandotte County" (1911) described how Mrs. Richart put the "yellow cur, the lean, lank 
hound, the brindle bull dog, as well as the dainty poodle" to use as an aid to education and literary culture.  He added 
that maybe the "yellow, whining cur that made night hideous on Oakland Avenue gave the Rubaiyat to the library, and 
the brindle bull pup from Minnesota Avenue might have contributed his mite, Soldiers of Fortune.  The Roycroft edition 
of the poets may have been purchased with the tax money of some Miami Avenue dog." 

 

When Mrs. Vera Johnson was a girl of seventeen in 1899, she worked as an assistant in the free library rooms.  The only 
salary she received was $10 a month, donated by Sarah Ann Richart from her dog tax enumerator's money.  Mrs. Richart 
was particularly saving during her later years so that she could leave some money to the library for the purchase of 
badly-needed reference books.  After her death, some question arose from her brother as to the validity of the will, but 
the money was allowed for books for the new library. 

 

Porter Sherman, in the city between his European trips, expressed the sentiment of many citizens when he said that 
with the building of the library, Kansas City had left the pioneer era behind.  The city had taken a long step forward in 
1902. 

 

1903:  The new library was of absorbing interest to the board and other citizens of the city who eagerly watched its 
progress.  The Choral Society presented a concert in February for the purchase of music literature.  More dog tax money 
was needed, a higher percent of the amount collected.  The Federation of Women's Clubs was granted use of a meeting 
room in the library.  Part of each day would be assigned to the various clubs.  One resident hoped that with the library 
coming along so well that the city would get rid of the old barracks in the southeast corner.  The "barracks" might have 
been the abandoned Episcopal frame church. 

 

The Library Association received the board's permission in September to occupy the west rooms of the second floor of 
the library, temporarily.  The person in charge agreed to do the janitor work.  On October 26, the board agreed to accept 
the library, and held the first meeting there on November 2, 1903.  One of the first rules made was that no smoking be 
permitted there.  C. I. Lee made a donation of clocks to the library and in December a Mr. Stockton offered an oil 
painting. 

 

The library opening dwarfed the importance of other events.  The board planned in January for an early February 
opening, but it was postponed to March 4.  The library in the second-floor rooms at Fifth and Minnesota was moved to 
the new building.  As one writer put it, the opening of Carnegie Library was "a new epoch in the city's history."  On 
March 4, several thousand visitors inspected the rooms.  High school students came from one to three o'clock.  Women 
were greeted at a three-to-five reception by members of the Federated Clubs.  After seven in the evening the general 
public arrived.  Mrs. Sara Greenman, Mrs. Mary Neale Mills, children's library, and Miss Vera Francis (Johnson) greeted 
the guests.  James Fee, custodian, showed the building for hours.  Proud citizens boasted of one of the finest, best 
equipped libraries in the West, with one of the most beautiful settings in the United States. 

 

1904:  St. Louis was preparing an Exposition to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase in 1804, and 
M. E. Pearson, Miss Klippel, and E. H. Jackson were appointed to supervise the exhibits.  In 1962, some of these samples 
of children's school work sent to the fair were still in the vault in the Carnegie Library. 
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The library opening dwarfed the importance of other events.  The board planned in January for an early February 
opening, but it was postponed to March 4.  The library in the second-floor rooms at Fifth and Minnesota was moved to 
the new building.  As one writer put it, the opening of Carnegie Library was "a new epoch in the city's history."  On 
March 4, several thousand visitors inspected the rooms.  High school students came from one to three o'clock.  Women 
were greeted at a three-to-five reception by members of the Federated Clubs.  After seven in the evening the general 
public arrived.  Mrs. Sara Greenman, Mrs. Mary Neale Mills, children's librarian, and Miss Vera Francis (Johnson) greeted 
the guests.  James Fee, custodian, showed the building for hours.  Proud citizens boasted of one of the finest, best 
equipped libraries in the West, with one of the most beautiful settings in the United States. 

 

The dedication was held in the Lecture Room, later divided into offices for the Board of Education personnel.  A 
distinguished group of citizens appeared that evening on the following program: 

 

• W. E. Barnhart, President of the Board of Education, presiding 
• Miss Anna St. John - Piano (My Sweet Repose, To the Brook, Jugglery) 
• J. N. Wilkinson, President of Emporia State Normal - Address 
• Mrs. Dr. John Troutman - Solo 
• Dr. William Foulks - Address 
• Alfred Weston, vice-president of the Board of Education - Address 
• Mandolin Club - Music 
• Dr. D. W. Stephens, President of Kansas City University - Address 
• Judge Winfield Freeman - Address 
• F. W. Eston - Solo 
• W. C. McCroskey, principal of the high school – Address 

 

By March 7, 1904, the board was ready to accept books from Mrs. Richart's request.  Of the 5500 books in the library, 
1000 were new and 4500 were old.  From March to June, a period of four months, the number increased to 18,116.  The 
board allotted $1000 for the purchase of new books in May.  For current fiction the Bodley Club in the library 
department of the Book Lovers' Library had been maintained.  The club rented 250 books which could be exchanged as 
often as desired. 

 

Mrs. Greenman had two years previously studied library work at the University of Minnesota.  She hoped then to apply 
some of the knowledge gained there to the library at home.  When the library occupied the new building in January, the 
board employed Miss Marion Sparks, library organizer from the University of Illinois, to work for five months classifying, 
labeling and pocketing the books.  Miss Sparks and the other librarians made and typed 15,000 cards according to the 
Dewey Decimal System.  Later Vera Francis Johnson learned the system at Emporia. 

 

The Library Committee reported in June that the $75,000 gift had been paid out in sums ranging from $5000 to $20,000.  
The board agreed to pay half the expense for grading and sodding the library grounds, the Park Board to direct the work.  
The library was to get a bell, for what purpose the records does not say.  Mr. Robinson and Mr. Snyder of the Park Board 
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asked for desk room in the new building and were assigned a basement room.  A. J. Blook offered to paint a portrait of 
Andrew Carnegie for the library. 

 

The art room had several pictures.  The portrait of Mrs. Nichols and "Pioneer Women" by George M. Stone of Topeka 
had been contributions of the clubwomen to the World's Fair at Chicago in 1893.  Three valuable oil paintings were gifts 
of Mrs. Mary E. Craddock, widow of a former mayor, W. H. Craddock.  They were "Rebecca at the Well," and "Ishmael 
and Hagar," also referred to as "Ishmael and Abram," originals by Giob(v)e Montine, painted in Italy, 1674, and 
"Cherubs," possibly a copy of Rubens painting. 

 

The Montine pictures were supposed to have been originally the property of Elizabeth Patterson, wife of Jerome 
Bonaparte.  The emperor was said to have given them to her.  After the marriage was dissolved, the pictures were 
placed on the market and purchased by Mrs. Craddock.  In an agreement with the board, Mrs. Craddock promised that 
the paintings would hang in the library as long as desired, provided the space was not needed.  The board insured the 
pictures for Mrs. Craddock for $1000. 
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Part III - Continued Growth 

 

Location: 625 Minnesota Avenue 

 

The following excerpts relative to the history of the Public Library in Kansas City, Kansas are taken from "The Kansas City, 
Kansas Public School System, 1819-1961" by Nellie McGuinn, 1961 

 

1906:  The Medical Society obtained permission to meet in the southeast basement room of the library.  The Associated 
Clubs, in February, asked that gas be connected to the grate in the art room.  By June, 1906, the book section needed 
additional room and the Association was asked to give up its meeting room.  In September when these Associated Clubs 
protested against having to leave the Art Room, the board arranged for limited use of the room for them. 

 

The board consented reluctantly to a request made in September by the Wyandotte Chautauqua Carnival to use the 
library grounds, and ordered that the grounds be restored when the carnival was over.  In addition to the paintings in 
the Art Room, the library had a statute of Paulina Bonaparte, donated by W. J. Buchan. 

 

1907:  The use of the library grew.  In 1907 a patron offered a collection of library books.  More shelf room was needed 
and two hundred books were sent for rebinding.  A question arose as to the legality of the board's control of the library, 
and the counselor for the board was requested to render an opinion on it.  The librarians invited the State Library 
Association to meet here in 1908. 

 

Because of a rule against admission charges for lecture room events, the board refused the use of the room to one 
organization that planned an entertainment in it.  Additional books, at a cost not to exceed one hundred dollars a 
month, were ordered bought.  The board granted Mr. Buchanan permission to take a picture of the statue he had given.  
Mrs. Sara, Greenman, librarian, had four assistants. 

 

1908:  Chandeliers were purchased for the reference and the reading rooms in the library.  E. A. Clark received 
permission to collect specimens for a natural history exhibit, the board to provide a case and a license to hunt.  Builting 
Superintendent Biscomb moved the storeroom from the library to the shop before the beginning of the term in 1908.  F. 
S. Merstetter reported that the matter of supplying books purchased through the A. D. Burt bequest was completed.  
The board expressed appreciation for his work. 

 

The State Library Association held its eighth annual meeting at the Carnegie Library here on October 15-17.  The 
librarians asked for freedom of the offices on October 15 for a reception, and for the high school auditorium on October 
16 for an evening program and lecture.  The board offered the library contingent for incidental expenses of entertaining 
and refreshments. 

 

http://www.kckps.org/disthistory/publications/mcguinn/mcguinn_1819-1856.htm
http://www.kckps.org/disthistory/publications/mcguinn/mcguinn_1819-1856.htm
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B. N. O. Walker in the Journal for February 17, 1908, stated that the treaty of January 31, 1855, contained proof of the 
cemetery ownership.  The title, he said, was invested in the government, but the land belonged to the Wyandots.  J. P. 
Angle of the Park Board asked the board in July to share the expense of improving Huron Place.  Grading was done in 
front of the library and a temporary walk built. 

 

1909:  E. A. Clark in January, 1909, stuffed a deerskin for the museum at the library and was paid $50.  The board 
ordered a pedestal and railing for the reindeer.  A case for the deer and a smaller one for the birds were purchased in 
the summer.  Architect Rose drew plans for the case.  Clark agreed to work half time in the museum for $35 a month 
and was placed on the library payroll.  As a taxidermist, he was in need of supplies, which the board furnished. 

 

The library corridors were decorated by Horton-Tibbs, after various sketches for designs were submitted to the Board in 
February.  The Women's Relief Corps gave a flag and flagpole for the library grounds.  The Council of Clubs (Federation) 
placed a piano in the lecture room in November.  The branch library at Armour's was granted permission to have its 
books furnished from the main library. 

 

1910:  The library committee ordered a case for elk and reindeer in the museum, where E. A. Clark was employed full 
time during May to work on exhibits.  The State Board of Health held an exhibit at the library in March.  The Council of 
Clubs took up a collection for a memorial tablet for Sarah A. Richart, library benefactor.  A request came from the Park 
Board that light wires go underground at the library. 

 

The library in 1910 had 16,167 books on its shelves.  Books were sent to Greystone, Quindaro, Park and Argentine 
Schools.  Miss Mary Daugherty of Longfellow School became widely known for her story hours for children and adults.  
She worked during the summer in many western Chautauquas, using her story-telling ability for entertainment. 

 

1913:  On February 15 each school child was allowed to contribute one cent to a fund for erecting a tablet in the library 
in memory of Mrs. Sarah A. Richart.  Mrs. E. A. Holmes was appointed to conduct the library story hour.  The West office 
of the Bell Telephone Company asked for library books for its restrooms, and in November one hundred books were 
sent, with the condition that they not go outside the building.  Armour's checked out 174 books for their rooms.  
[Annotation:  Is it possible that "restrooms" in 1913 were more like a resting area or lounge area for employees, rather 
than what think of "restrooms" as being in 2004?]  Armour's checked out 174 books for their rooms.  

 

1921:  The tablet purchased by club women and school children to honor Mrs. Sarah Richart was placed on the library 
wall.  It bore the inscription: 

 

In Memory of 

Sarah Ann Richart 

May 8, 1833 

January 13, 1901 
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She Devoted to this Library the Latter Years of Her life 

Bequeathing to It Her Entire Estate. 

This tablet is placed by the Club Women and the 

Children of the Public Schools of this City. 

 

Library 17 Years Old (Kansan article) 

 

The library served groups in all parts of the city.  Argentine and Ingalls in Armourdale had branches.  Reading rooms 
were furnished books at Peet Brothers, Proctor and Gamble, Armour's and Bethel Center.  When space at the main 
library was needed, Mrs. Greenman designed a mezzanine between the first and second floors for use as a cataloguing 
room. 

 

1923:  The library extended services to the northwest part of the city when a branch library was established at the 
London Heights Methodist Church. Surplus copies of old board reports stored in the basement of the library building 
were sold. 

 

1929:  Teachers desired a reference library. The small north room on the first floor of the library was obtained and $518 
collected by a committee headed by Miss Lucy McCoy and Mrs. Bertha McMann, librarian. Art Director, Ethel Luce, 
designed a book plate to be placed in books donated by individuals and those purchased by the committee. 

 

The library had to have shelves built in the reading room to take care of additional books. The 25th anniversary of its 
opening was celebrated on March 4, 1929, with an Open House and program. W. E. Barnhart, president of the board in 
1904, told of the struggle to obtain a free library which was the only one in Kansas under the management of a board of 
education. 

 

1932:  Fourteen years after the close of World War I and during the depression that followed the crash of the stock 
market in 1927, the western world was shocked at the Japanese shelling of Chinese fortresses. Taxpayers, hit by loss of 
jobs and business, were unable to meet assessments. Chicago and other large cities found themselves in financial 
difficulties and had to curtail services. Prohibition celebrated its 12 birthday while "speakeasies" carried on a thriving 
business in illicit sales of liquor. 

 

Building was at a standstill. The board of education had issued no bonds for eight years. Lack of money caused the board 
to warn teachers of impending salary reductions. In Chicago, school board employees had received only six week's pay 
since April 15 of the preceding year, and Kansas City teachers considered themselves fortunate to have a regular salary 
paid them. Mrs. Bertha McMann, librarian, had the only cheerful news to report at the beginning of 1932. The library 
had experienced its greatest year in 1931. People out of work, she said, read more than when they were busy. 

 

http://www.kckps.org/disthistory/publications/newsarticles/library_03-05-1921.htm
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1948:  Early in the year, in February, notice came from California of the death of a former well-known resident.  Mrs. 
Sarah Judd Greenman, librarian in 1902 in the building on the southwest corner of 5th and Minnesota and for 20 years 
in the new building, died at the home of a daughter.  When she moved to the library in 1904, she brought 5000 books.  
In 1924 when Mrs. Bertha McCann took her place, there were 55,000 books on the shelves. 

 

1954:  The library, pride of the city in 1904, celebrated its 50 th anniversary November 15-20. Miss Esther Norman, 
librarian, and the library staff prepared the week's program. 

 

1961:  Library plans called for a new building to be erected in front of the old, partly on the "Grecian Urn" tract and 
partly on the park land fifty feet back from Minnesota Avenue.  A test suit was brought before the Kansas Supreme 
Court to determine the legality of the move.  Board members, visited Flint and Kalamazoo, Michigan; South Bend, 
Indiana; Topeka, Kansas and Kansas City, Missouri libraries.  Lewis Brotherson, business manager, attended a library 
conference at Kent State University in Ohio. 

 

1962:  Completion of the new Public Library and School Administration Building together with the razing of the old 
(1902) Carnegie Library building marked the climax of a long and difficult planning and construction process. The 
building had been included as part of the 1958 bond proposal, but serious planning did not begin until the new 
Superintendent was employed in 1962 and a new head librarian in 1963. Superintendent O. L. Plucker, Business 
Manager Lewis H. Brotherson, and Librarian Willard Dennis, abandoned most of the preliminary plans and moved to 
employ Mr. Robert Rohlf, Director of the Hennepin County, Minnesota library system, as a consultant, with Joseph 
Radotinsky as architect. Construction of the building was completed in January, 1965. 

 

With the completion of the Library, funds from the 1958 bond issue and funds accumulated in the Special Capital Outlay 
Fund from current tax levies were largely depleted, and except for projects which could be funded from current 
revenues or sale of property, new construction came to a temporary standstill. 

 

The 1962-1986 era of construction and modernization of school district facilities began with the planning of the new 
public library and administration building at 625 Minnesota and ended with the completion of two new libraries in 1986; 
the Sumner Academy library and the West Wyandotte Branch Library on 82nd Street between State Avenue and 
Parallel. 

 

The public library needs of the growing western parts of the district were considered as being more than the storefront 
branch located in shopping center at 78th and State Avenue could serve. After searching for a suitable location, it was 
proposed by the Superintendent that a new branch library building should be constructed on the front portion of the 
Arrowhead Junior High (middle school) site on 82nd Street. It was further urged that the new building should not be an 
administrative center but rather a facility to meet a vast array of needs of that area. The building was planned as an 
outstanding example of what a community library could be. Included in it were not only standard library features, but a 
unique public meeting and conference rooms, children's libraries, a fine arts division and provision for electronic media. 
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The completion and opening of the library in 1986 served as a final "capstone" of a building program planned and 
extended over almost a quarter of a century. The initiation of planning for the first library project in 1962 and 
completion of the Sumner and West Wyandotte Branch projects in 1986 represent the beginning and the ending of the 
physical plant construction interest of O. L. Plucker who served as Superintendent of Schools during those years. 

 

2004 - Phase IV of the KCKs Public Schools $120 million bond issue includes:  Banneker, Cemtral, McKinley and Quindaro 
Elementary Schools, Harmon High School and the Area Technical School (ATS).  Central and McKinley will reopen to 
student enrollment in the Fall of 2004.  The other buildings, which previously had air conditioning, will receive upgrades 
to their heating and cooling systems, as well as minimal energy updates on windows and exteriors.  The last buildings to 
receive upgrades include the Main Branch Library, Central Office and the Shop. 

 

For continued information on the KCKs Public Library, please click on the following link:  Library Homepage at 
https://www.kckpl.org/  

 

Information pulled from KCKPS: The History of our Public Schools Wyandotte County, Kansas 1844-2012 

Webpage located online: http://www.kckps.org/disthistory/openbuildings/publiclibrary.htm  
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